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As a Church we rejoice with you as parents in the birth of your child.

Responses
N and N, I ask you now to respond to God's graciousness to
C by making these solemn promises:
Will you provide for C a Christian home of love and trust?
With God's help we will.
Will you set before C the example of a Christian life, and will

We believe children are a gift of God. He places them in the care of
parents to love and nurture them as they grow in life.

you pray that C will learn the way of Christ?
With God's help, we will.

You are then part of God’s plan for your child’s life. The things that
your child learns, the character your child develops, and the way
your child matures will reflect much of the care and love offered.

Will you encourage C to grow within the fellowship of the
church, so that he/she may come to faith in Christ?
With God's help, we will.

At the appropriate time parents want to celebrate the gift they have
received. The Baptism of a Child provides such a celebration. It
recognises what God has done, helps parents to affirm the love and
commitment they have toward their child, allows family members or
friends to play a significant role by becoming a God-parent, and it
enables the Church to continue to support and pray for you as a
family.

To Godparents:
N and N, you have been asked to be Godparents to C, and as
such are invited into a special relationship of support and

This brochure helps parents to consider the important question:

To the people:
I charge you, the people of this congregation, to maintain the
life of worship and service that this child, and all the children
among you may grow in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the knowledge and love of God.

“Will I ask the Church to baptise my child?”
It is designed as a guide for parents / caregivers and their families
participating in a Baptism and Thanksgiving Service Preparation
Course.
This course will provide different ways of understanding Baptism
within the life of the Church, explain the differences between a
Service of Baptism and a Service of Thanksgiving, provide families
with the opportunity to reflect on their own experience of faith and
allow time to discuss any questions families may have.

encouragement. Are you ready to accept the responsibilities
this relationship brings?
We are.

With God's help, we will live out our baptism as a loving community
in Christ, nurturing one another in faith, upholding one another in
prayer, and encouraging one another in service.
Prayers
A baptismal candle is presented to the family.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The minister thanks God for the gift of water.
The Baptism
To each Child:
C, May the Lord open your ears to hear God’s word,
and your mouth to proclaim God’s praise.
(Pouring water generously three times the minister says)
CCC, I baptise you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit.
The Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious unto you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace.

An Important
Decision
	
  
It was not so long ago that most Australians considered themselves
to be Christians; many attended church on some regular basis, and
the reasons for baptising a child were understood by most. Today
that is not always true.
There are all sorts of stories about Baptism. You have probably
heard stories of how Baptism is necessary to give a child a name, or
a religion or a church. Some say a child must be baptised so that it
can go to church. Others say it is somehow necessary to save it from
going to hell. It is in fact none of those things!
Sometimes parents are put under pressure by relatives or friends
who feel that it is ‘the right thing to do’ to have the baby baptised.
This course is an attempt to help you sort out those stories and
perhaps take some of the family pressure off you by allowing you to
make your own informed decision.
Baptism is joining the family of God; the church. It is entering into a
covenant relationship with God and other Christians. It is being part
of the life of the church and accepting the life God offers for you and
your child.

A Prayer
Dear creator of each one of us. Thank you for the priceless gift of
this small child. Thank you for the confidence you have placed in me
by entrusting him / her to my care. Thank you for the love and great
blessing he / she has brought into my life.
Guide me in thinking through the issues of Baptism. Open my heart
and mind that I may be receptive to your good news, and with your
help, be faithful and responsible in parenthood. Amen.

A way in with photo language
1.

Choose a photo that grabs your attention.
2. Explain what you see
3. Explain where you are
4. Explain where God is

In the light of the covenant promise and of your request, I ask
you now:
Do you believe that the Gospel enables us to turn from the
darkness of evil and to walk in the light of Christ?
We do.
The people stand.
To the Congregation:
Let us confess the faith into which we are baptised.
Do you believe in God, who made you and loves you?
We believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

The bible uses many different images to describe God. The Bible
says that God is like a shepherd (Psalm 23), a Father (Matthew
6:9ff), living water (John 7:37), bread (John 6:35) and it also says
that God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). The Bible tells us that if we want to
know what God is really like we should have a look at Jesus (John
14:9; Hebrews 1:1-3).

How do you imagine God?
Is God like a best friend, a parent, a boss, Santa Clause or perhaps
even someone you would rather avoid?
Is God someone you would like to meet or someone who fills you
with fear?
Do you talk to God or is God simply a mystery?
Do you have a favourite bible passage? What is it about the passage
you like? If you’re not familiar with the Bible, here are some
passages you might like to look over: Psalm 23, Psalm 139, Isaiah
40, Isaiah 65:17-25, Matthew 5-7, Luke 10:25-38, Luke 15, John 3:121, John 14, Romans 8, 1 Corinthians 13.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
We believe in Jesus Christ,
Our saviour and our Lord,
Who came into the world that we may encounter the
grace of God.
He followed the path of peace and love, even unto
death – and calls us to do the same.
By the power of the resurrection – his presence is with
us always.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,
and the continuing work of our salvation?
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the witness of the Church,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Service
"The Uniting Church will baptise those who profess the Christian
faith, and children who are presented for baptism and for whose
instruction and nourishment in the faith the church takes
responsibility.(Basis of Union, paragraph 7)
(parents are N, child is C)
Presentation
The child to be baptised and the child’s family are introduced by the
designated sponsor.
Welcome
Introduction by Sponsor
N and N have come today to present their son/daughter, C, for
Christian baptism. (Then a brief word of interest to congregation
about the family.)
Scripture:
Matthew 18:1-5
Matthew 28:18-20
The Meaning of Baptism
Obeying the word of the Lord Jesus, and confident of his promises,
the church baptises those whom God has called.
Christian baptism is the sign of new life in Christ Jesus. By water and
the Holy Spirit we are brought into union with Christ in his death and
resurrection. In baptism we are sealed with the Holy Spirit, made
members of the body of Christ, and called to his ministry in the
world.
Renunciation and Affirmation
To the Parents:
N and N, what do you ask of God's church for C?
We ask that he/she be baptised
into the faith and family of Jesus Christ.

Baptism;
to dip or plunge
to wash or purify

The word Baptism is not a religious word. It comes from a Greek
word, which means to dip, or plunge, or it can mean to wash or
purify.
When writing about Christian Baptism Paul uses the image of being
dipped or plunged under water as a very powerful symbol of dying to
the old life of sin and of rising again with Christ to his new life. As we
go under the water and come up, we act out the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus. Baptism is also a visual picture of what has
happened to us. We have died to our old way of thinking and living
and are raised to walk in a new way of life, a Christian life. We
identify with Jesus through this experience. When we are baptized,
we say to the world, “I am a follower of Jesus Christ.”
Read Romans 6:3-11
This passage can be difficult to understand. Phrases like ‘So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus’ (verse 11), can seem quite confusing.

How do you feel when you read this?
What questions does it raise for you?
“…having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him
through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the
dead” (Colossians 2:12).

Understanding
Baptism with children
Dot and Bouncy learn about what
Baptism is.
http://youtu.be/Q51yi_HxNkY

When Lucy brings someone to church for
a baptism, impossible Issi laughs at the
idea. But when his day goes all wrong,
even Issi is looking for a fresh start.

Children may benefit from the following
analogy:
“How many of you have ever seen a
policeman, or nurse, or soldier? All of
these people have special clothes, don’t
they? The policeman’s uniform doesn’t
make him a policeman; he wears his
uniform because he is a policeman. It’s the same way with baptism.
Baptism doesn’t make you a Christian, but you are baptized because
you are a Christian. In a way, baptism is like putting on your
Christian uniform.

The reasons for this choice may be varied:
Some families may wish to give their child the opportunity to
‘experience’ their own Baptism when they are older. If this is the
case, then a Thanksgiving Service is one way for a family to
celebrate the birth of a child and also allow for a Baptism Service,
when the child feels ready to make such a commitment itself.
Some families may not yet be prepared to make the enduring
commitment that is at the heart of the Baptism Service, but are
wanting to acknowledge God’s presence in the life of their child. If
this is the case, then a Thanksgiving Service is one way for a family
to celebrate the birth of a child and allow for a Baptism Service when
the child feels ready to make such a commitment for itself in later
life.
In either of these instances, there is an opportunity for entering into
the covenant of Baptism at a later time. It is important to remember
that both the Thanksgiving Service and the Baptism Service are
significant rituals within the life of the church, and are offered as a
means of helping people and families in their journey of faith. As
such, they should be considered carefully and thoughtfully.

What service do you want for your child? Baptism or
Thanksgiving?
Which one of the vows you will be making fills you with the
most fear?
Which one of the vows you will be making fills you with the
most hope?

The Service
Baptism or Thanksgiving?
The decision about whether to have a Baptism Service or a
Thanksgiving Service for your child is one that deserves thoughtful
consideration. In seeking to provide opportunities to mark and
celebrate the joyful event of the birth of a child, the Uniting Church
offers two distinct pathways, that are both valuable and significant
depending upon the faith journey and personal circumstances of the
family involved.
In a Baptism Service, the family enters into a covenant with the
Church, similar to a marriage, whereby vows are made that indicate
a willingness to be committed to each other for life. This is a public
service that belongs to the church. Such a commitment is to be
celebrated with joy and sacredness.
To enter into Baptism, on behalf of your child, is an important
decision, because the Christian Faith only acknowledges one
Baptism. Thus, a child who is baptised as an infant is unable to be
baptised again when they grow older. However, the church also
celebrates ongoing faith commitment with other special ceremonies
such as a ‘Confirmation Service’, a ‘Covenant Service’ and a
‘Service to Remember Baptism’.
A Thanksgiving Service is offered by the Uniting Church for families
to celebrate the birth of their child, and provides an opportunity for
families to give thanks to God for the gift of life. In a Service of
Thanksgiving, parents and carers are asked to publicly declare their
love for their child, and to make a commitment to pray for them and
encourage them in the Christian faith. The church congregation is
also asked to be a community of support for the child and family. The
Thanksgiving Service is provided by the church in situations where
families choose not to pursue the path of Baptism for their children.

Baptism
is joining the Church
We think of Baptism as joining the church in several different ways.
Here are just four examples:
There are two ways of becoming a citizen of
Australia. The first is simply by being born
here. A baby is not asked to decide whether
or not it wants to be an Australian; it is born
here by its parent’s decision. The second
way is when an adult makes a decision to leave the country of his or
her birth and begin a new life in Australia. The person becomes an
Australian citizen by naturalisation when he or she swears an oath of
allegiance to his or her new Queen and country.
Paul says in Philippians 3:20, that to be part of the church is to be a
citizen of heaven. Baptism is becoming a citizen of heaven. Just
as there are two ways of receiving Australian citizenship, so a
person can receive this citizenship of heaven by Baptism as a small
child or as an adult by one’s own personal decision.
Another helpful way of understanding the
church is to think of it as God’s family. The
New Testament writer, John, encourages us to
think of Baptism as being born into this family.
A small child born through the love of its
parents and the creativity of God, grows and
develops through the love and care of its parents. When we become
part of God’s family we are nurtured in our faith and in relationship
with other members. We belong to Christ and to each other.
Baptism is joining God’s family.
There are instances of parents who bring a child for Baptism but
then neglect to bring their child up within the church. There are also
instances of children who rebel or reject their family. Whatever has

happened, the child has remained, and always will remain, a
member of the family. Returning to the family does not mean the
child must be rebaptised.
A covenant is an agreement, a solemn
joining together of people in partnership; for
example, marriage is a covenant between
two people who give themselves to each
other. It is not a written contract but a
relationship built on promises that each
person makes to each other. The Bible speaks of a ‘covenant
relationship’ between God and his people to describe the way he
wants us to live in his family. Baptism is entering the covenant.
Everyone who enters into that agreement or promise is accepted as
one of his people, a member of his family, the Church (Heb 9:15).
When Jesus lived and taught in Galilee he
used his physical body to tell of and
demonstrate God’s good news. He spoke
with this own voice, touched people with his
hands and travelled from place to place on
his feet. In short, he used his physical body
to proclaim God’s love and do his work. But things have changed.
His physical body is no longer with us, but still the things he began,
must be continued by the church. All that Jesus once achieved by
using his physical body, he now achieves by using his church. In
other words, the church has become his body; it is the continuing
presence of Jesus on earth.
Baptism is being added to the body of Christ. Through Baptism
we become part of God’s continuing presence here on earth, an
integral part of the Body which proclaims the gospel and does God’s
work. That means God has a particular ministry or job in his church,
waiting for every baptised child to grow into.

In what ways have these four illustrations helped you
understand Baptism as joining the Church?

Baptism
is God reaching out in love to your child
before they were born
The most remarkable thing about Baptism is that there is nothing we
can do to earn it. It works something like this:
God does not want anyone, least of all a tiny helpless baby, to grow
up dominated by human anger and pain. So he sent Jesus to defeat
the power sin and evil has over us. But that sin was so very powerful
that it killed even him and for two terrible days all seemed lost. But,
thank God, that was not the end of the story! Our Lord’s resurrection
showed that God’s love is more powerful than the worst the world
will ever be able to do to your child or anyone of us.
The wonder of this is that it all happened long before any of us were
even born or even thought of. Nowhere is this reality shown more
clearly than in the Baptism of a small child who does not even know
what is happening. They cannot make any sort of response to ‘earn’
the right to be baptised.
God’s love always comes first, and our faith follows in response.
God wants us to respond in love and active faith within his family. In
the service of Baptism parents respond to God’s costly and
undeserved love for their child by promising to bring their child up in
the church and provide a Christian environment and example at
home. And the church makes a solemn commitment to accept and
welcome the child as a new brother or sister in Christ and to give it
all the love and spiritual nourishment appropriate to the growing child
in worship and Christian education.

What would it mean in practice for you to bring your child
up within the life of the church?

